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  Executive Summary  

Strategically positioned and sharing international borders with Nepal, 
Bangladesh and Bhutan, and being the gateway to the North East of 
India, West Bengal has a land area of 88,752 sq km which is about 3% 
of the overall land area of India. The population as per 2011 census 
stands at 91.34 million people (46.92 million male and 44.42 million 
female). This compares demographically with countries like Germany 
and Vietnam. West Bengal represents the sixth largest economy in 
India that is dynamic, showing a per capita income growth of 6.21% 
during 2011-12. The tertiary sector is the largest contributor of the state 
domestic product (65.52% of the NSDP) that highlights the importance 
of knowledge based economy in the state.  
 
The Commission was mandated to have a comprehensive relook at 
the educational scenario of the state covering primary, secondary, 
vocational, technical and higher education and evolve a Vision for 2020 
and 2030 that would catapult Bengal into higher trajectories of 
development.  
 
Against such a backdrop, the Commission emphasised the need to 
identify current challenges and bottlenecks; visualise reference points 
(relevance parameters) for 2020 & 2030 and propose mechanisms to 
fructify the vision under resource constrained settings.  
 
The Commission thus endeavoured to suggest mechanisms that 
would make education enjoyable; provide productive free time to 
students; transform education to Education 2.0 that focuses on self-
learning, e-learning and interactive education using IT and IT enabled 
mechanisms.  
 
In the task of proposing a policy for rejuvenating education in the 
state, the Commission has attempted to strike a balance between 
synthesis and renewal; between inclusive approaches and 
sustainable business models; between social demands and individual 
needs; and between evolutionary transformation and disruptive 
development alternatives. 

Note from the Chairmanôs desk 

In this report we have many specific recommendations while 

addressing the general issues. The report has to be read in 

totality and not in parts to appreciate the linkages of 

recommendations and the mechanism designs put forward to 

achieve the objectives. In some cases specific SOPs need to be 

developed for meaningful implementation. 

 

www.wbeducom.in;  

facebook.com/westbengaleducationcommission 
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West Bengal Education Commission Roadmap and Vision Document 2020é2030 

presented here is an outcome of over 18 months of consultative effort, taking both a 

bottom-up and top-down approach. The document is designed taking into account the 

inputs of stakeholders with a 360-degree perspective. While focusing on excellence, 

employability, inclusiveness and value-based education, the Commission has also 

benchmarked this report internationally. The Commission has also undertaken the 

preparation of proposals towards the implementation of the recommendations in this 

document. 

The Education Commission specially thanks all those who participated in various 

meetings in person and those who could not, but provided inputs online and offline. 

Special thanks to West Bengal State Council of Higher Education for all the logistics 

support to the Commission and CSIR-Central Glass and Ceramic Research Institute, 

Indian Association for the Cultivation of Science, Calcutta University Nanotechnology 

Centre, Ramakrishna Mission Cultural Institute, Golpark, St. Xavierôs College, Bengal 

Chamber of Commerce & Industries and Gorkhaland Territorial Administration for 

generously providing their premises for various meetings of the Commission. We are 

especially thankful to KPMG for assisting in the preparation of the document, Oriental 

Services for managing the WBEC portal and thousands of stakeholders who provided 

inputs through online portal and social media. We thank the press and media for their 

positive coverage and attending press conferences. We also thank officers of the 

Education Department and the administrative machinery for having the foresight to 

create such an integrated terms of reference to implement the vision of the state. 

The Education Commission is indebted to the Honôble Chief Minister Smt. Mamata 

Banerjee and the Honôble MIC Education, Dr. Partha Chatterjee for entrusting the 

responsibility to create the Roadmap and Vision document 2020é 2030 for West 

Bengal. On my personal behalf, I specially thank the members of the Commission for 

their valuable input and excellent participation and the cordiality and respect shown 

during the entire process of preparation of the report. I personally thank innumerable 

students across the state of West Bengal who gave me an opportunity to get direct 

inputs towards the compilation of this document. The aspiration and the curiosity 

seen in the faces of these young students gives me immense hope, that given the 

right input by the state, the vision document 2020é 2030 will be a reality. 

 

Prof. Samir K. Brahmachari 

Chairman 

West Bengal Education Commission  
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